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Mrs. Bartlett was born Joan M. Harding in Waltham, Massachusetts. In 1957 she married Samuel
Bartlett and accompanied him on his assignments as Foreign Service Officer in the United States
and abroad.

Background
Born and raised in Massachusetts
McGill University
Married in 1957 to Samuel Bartlett
Accompanied husband at Harvard Law School
Husband’s law practice
Husband joined the State Department Foreign Service in 1965

Accompanied her husband on his assignments 1965-1986
State Department, Washington, D.C 1965
Husband’s foreign language training
Paris, France 1965-1966
Environment

Ambassador Charles Bohlen
Housing and recreation

The Hague, Netherlands 1966-1968
Environment
Raising family
Embassy morale
Club de Jeudi
Travel and recreation
Schooling
School orchestra

Cebu, Philippines 1968-1970
Environment
Philippine hospitality
Entertaining
Recreation
Volunteer work
Schooling

Washington, D.C. 1970-1975
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)



Ottawa, Canada
Recreation
Museum volunteer work
Orchestra

Washington, D.C
Husband’s foreign language training and home leave
Family Liaison Office (FLO) assistance
Unrest in San Salvador
Education of children

San Salvador, El Salvador (evacuated after six months)
Conflict and unrest
Evacuation of dependents
Death threats
Security
Emergency evacuation planning
Embassy attacked

Boston, Massachusetts
Husband’ sabbatical leave

Washington, D.C.
Husband liaison with Capitol Hill

Belfast, Ireland
Catholics and Protestant relations

Comments on life as the wife of a Foreign Service Officer

Working abroad

Entertaining

Children

Ireland’s “Maracycle”

Life in Washington D.C. area
Career satisfaction

1975-1978

1978

1978-1980

1980-1981

1981-1983

1983-1986



